GROWING, CARING, MAKING A DIFFERENCE

THE UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA

IN ELGIN AND PORTLAND
Leader: Liz Church

Pianist: Janet McKeage
Ministers: All of God’s People

¢ indicates when those who are able will please stand

SEPTEMBER 7, 2025

Welcome

Announcements/Birthdays & Anniversaries

Territorial Acknowledgment

This land where we live has been home to countless
Indigenous people before us. We acknowledge this truth and
reaffirm our responsibility for improving relationships between
all nations.

Call to Worship Selected verses from Psalm 95

Leader: O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful
noise to the Rock of our salvation!

ALL: Let us come into His presence with thanksgiving; let us
make a joyful noise to Him with songs of praise!

Leader: For the Lord is a great God, and a great King above all
gods.

ALL: O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before
the Lord, our Maker! For He us our God, and we are the people
of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand.

Leader: Praise be to God!

Gathering Hymn — MV # 2 — “Come All You People”

Passing the peace

Lighting of the Christ Candle

We light the Christ candle, reminding us that God’s light shines
among us and we are called to carry that light into the world.

¢ Adoration Hymn — VU # 959 — “The Lord’s Prayer”

Scripture:

Reader: Open your hearts and minds to God’s Word.
All: We listen to the Sacred Word.

Psalm 139: 1-6 (The Message) Jeremiah 18: 1-11 (NLT)

Reader: This is the Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God. Amen

Ministry of Music - “ O Safe to the Rock” (Allanson Brown)

Prayer of lllumination

Grant to us, O God, a heart that is open to receive Your Word.
Lord, hear our prayer. Amen

Reflection — “Sometimes, it feels like a tight Squeeze”
Invocation Hymn VU # 573 — “Eternal Spirit of the Living Christ”

Prayers of the People
¢ Offertory Hymn — VU # 540 — “Grant Us, God, the Grace”

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Great God, the Giver of all good, accept our thanks for Your
bounteous gifts to us. For grace, health and strength, we thank
you. For all the blessings we receive, we thank You. And we
give back to You these our gifts that they may be used for the
growing of Your Kingdom. Amen.

¢ Closing Hymn - VU # 344 “How Sweet the Name of Jesus
Sounds”

Commissioning

As you walk out into the world this week remember to sense
the presence of God - in nature, in all your surroundings and
in each other. Take the time to stand on or near a rock.
Remember the strength you will receive as you lean on the rock
of your salvation.



Benediction

And as you leave this place, be assured you are in the hands
of God. Know that our Triune God is in you, walks with you and
guides your every step. Know Him, love Him. May Jesus Christ
be praised.

Choral Blessing - MV # 218 — “May the Love of the Lord”

The Bible Discussion Groups meet on Monday at 6:30 pm at
Portland UC & Tuesday at 10:00 am in Elgin at the Guthrie
House. All are welcome. Info: ccjimbarton@gmail.com or 613-
328-4089

Please announce the UCW meeting on Tuesday, September 9th
at 1:30 and that it will be held at Brenda Smith's. New
members are welcome to attend. Please contact Connie
Cochran at portlandparadise55@gmail.com.

Portland United Church Council is having a Meeting on
September 16" at 7 p.m..

The Young at Heart Breakfast Club meets in September on
Thursday the 18th at 9 am at the Junction restaurant. All are
welcome and if you are coming let Clint or Ted know by
whatever means you are comfortable with by noon the 17th so
they can prepare for us............ Ted

Elgin United Church Council is called to meet at EUC at 7pm,
September 23rd. This is an in-person meeting, all are welcome.

Mary’s Merry Minstrels, Saturday, September 27th, 2025 @ 7:00
p-m., PU. This is a Fundraiser for the Portland Foodbank. A
free-will offering will be received. Refreshments will be served.
Air-conditioned building.

Elgin Portland Pastoral Charge
PO Box 251, Portland ON KOG 1V0
Web site: www.eppc-ucc.com (or.ca)
Church Office: (613) 272-2002
Office Hours: Wednesday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Thursday 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Secretary: Annette Clarke, E-mail: office@eppc-ucc.com
Chair of the Official Board: Katy Gibson
Church Council Chairs:
Elgin: Clint Halladay 613-359-5607 Portland: Katy Gibson (613) 929-9351
Pastoral Care Director: Liz Church (902) 441-5357

OUR CHURCHES UNITED

Elgin-Portland Pastoral Charge

September 7, 2025
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